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Three days later, the day after his son's disclosures appeared in all
the papers, came a further letter from him. In it (19 December
1885) he is still loath to give 'some development of the ideas I have so
often publicly expressed5, and thinks that
'duty to the Government (as and while such), duty to my own party, and
duty to the purpose in view, combine to require that I should
hold my ground; should cherish the hope that the Government
will act; and that Mr. Parnell as the organ of what is now un-
deniably the Irish party should learn from them, whether they
will bring in a measure or proposition to deal with and settle the
whole question of the future government of Ireland.'
On Christmas Eve Gladstone wrote again enclosing a memorandum,
'private and confidential'. It begins:
'My wish and hope still are that Ministers [i.e. Lord Salisbury's
Government] should propose some adequate and honourable plan
for settling the question of Irish Government and that the National-
ists should continue in amicable relations with them for that pur-
pose.'
And farther on he says:
'The slightest communication of plans or intentions from me to
Mr. Parnell would be ineffaceably1 stamped with the character of
a bribe given to obtain the dissolution of the Alliance.*
But thereafter followed a clear rupture between Parnell and the
conservatives; and two memoranda from Parnell to Gladstone dated
28 December 1885 and 6 January 1886 (still addressed in form to
Mrs. O'Shea and forwarded by her) mark the first steps to the Glad-
stone-Parnell alternative.
1 The MS. has 'irrefaceably', but It is not holograph, and the word seems a slip
of the copyist.